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Soybean Insect Pest Update: Corn Earworm (CEW) and Stink Bugs

Ames Herbert, August 25, 2009

1) The corn earworm flight is still underway and probably will not be over for at least another two weeks.

2) Over the next two weeks, the most susceptible fields will be those that are flowering or at the R4 growth stage (pods fully elongated).  

3) Fields are susceptible to CEW until they reach R7 (mature pods).

4) If a field has already been treated with insecticide, and is still in a susceptible growth stage (up to R7), check it again because it is at very high risk (as the early spray would have knocked out the beneficial insects).

5) There is no one economic threshold.  Thresholds are based on row spacing, the sampling technique used (beat sheet or sweep net), the estimated bushel value, and the estimated treatment cost per acre (product + application cost).  A threshold calculator can be accessed at http://www.ipm.vt.edu/cew which provides an instant threshold after the user has entered these four values.  Remember too, that thresholds are based on 3/8 inch-long worms or longer…the size capable of damaging pods.

6) The threshold does NOT apply to flowering beans.  Hold off treating a field until it is at the threshold, and is in the R3-R6 growth stage period.  

7) Although we have and are continuing to see some evidence of pyrethroid resistance in adult CEW, high rates of pyrethroid should do a good job if CEW populations are at or just above threshold.  Very large populations would warrant considering a non-pyrethroid (e.g., Steward at 4.6 oz/acre).

8) Keep in mind that the non-pyrethroids will not control stink bugs.  If stink bugs are present at a threshold, pyrethroids should be considered, or Orthene could be added.  This is an expensive option and not one I would chose unless there are both large numbers of CEW and stink bugs.

9) Most of the stink bugs we have been finding in soybeans are the green stink bug.  They are very susceptible to pyrethroids. 


