Cider Orchard Establishment Cost-Share Program Guidelines:

Goal:   To substantially increase the production of specialty cider apples in Virginia, to be used in the production of high quality hard cider in the Commonwealth.  

Overview:  

To help establish at least seven new acres (or equivalent to ~450 trees acre) of specialty cider apples in Virginia, managed by experienced apple growers, interested is potentially planting more specialty apples, and willing to share what they learn with researchers and other producers to help grow the specialty cider apple industry.    Program will reimburse specialty cider apple producers 50% of their cost of qualified cider orchard establishment expenses, up to a maximum of $3,000 per recipient

Program Timeline:

January 1 – Announce Program

January 31 – Applications Accepted

February 15 – Announce Awards

May 30 – Deadline for submitting reimbursement request

Qualified Expenses:  

Qualified costs will be confined to actual material costs for which receipts/invoices can be submitted:

· New trees*

· Trellising (posts, conduit stakes, high-tensile wire, clips, etc.)

· Irrigation (main irrigation lines, trickle drip tube, etc.)
· Miscellaneous (soil prep costs, specialized equipment)
*Qualified varieties include:  Arkansas Black, Ashmead’s Kernel, Black Twig, Bramley’s Seedling, Cherry Crab, Dabinett, Esopus Spitzenburg, GoldRush, Grimes Golden, Hewe’s Crab (Virginia Crab), Hyslop Crabapple, Kingston Black, Lintz, Northern Spy, Parmar, Redfield, Roxbury Russet, Turley Winesap, White Winter Pearmain, and Harrison.  Other varieties will be considered, provided they are generally accepted as specialty cider varieties (meaning they have a high tannin and/or acid content) and have a limited market outside of high quality hard cider production.

Other expenses related to planting the cider orchard, including: fuel, major farm equipment costs (e.g. tractors), labor, land, etc, will not be allowed. The final determination of eligible expenses will be made by grant administrator, in consultation (as needed) with program stakeholders:  apple producers, Virginia Cooperative Extension, and the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
Determination of grant awards will be based on the following:

· Compliance with program eligibility and application instructions

· Orchard size/tree numbers (larger plantings are encouraged)

· Geographic distribution throughout Virginia 

· Demonstrated experience in apple production

· Demonstrated willingness to work closely with cideries
· Willingness of recipient to share production information 
Program Administration:

· Program administered by Nelson County Economic Development & Tourism

· Reimbursement requests must be sent for the entire amount, at one time, including copy of receipts, purchase orders, etc. – using the summary table of expense descriptions and amount provided in award packet.

Application:  Cider Orchard Establishment Cost-Share Program Guidelines
Name:

Mailing Address:

Farm/Business Name:

Cider orchard address or location:

Proposed cider orchard size – both in acres and number of trees to be planted:

Funds requested:

Proposed Budget:

(provide details, by category, for only the items for which you plan to seek reimbursement)

Do you currently grow apples?:  

(If so, please describe the scale and history of your production)

Describe your experience and relevant skills that will help ensure successful cider apple production:

How do you plan to market your apples?  

(letters of interest/commitment from planned purchaser will be looked up favorably and should be attached)

Describe your willingness to share production information with Virginia Tech researchers and fellow apple producers:

Do you plan to issue a harvest report?  

(which would include information such as yield by variety, production protocols, disease and pest issues, etc.)

For questions – contact Maureen Kelley, Nelson County, info@nelsoncounty.org or 434-263-7015

